
 

 

 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hawke’s Bay Wine, in partnership with Sommeliers Australia, is proud to 
present this masterclass event which offers the opportunity to explore the 
depth and diversity of Hawke’s Bay Chardonnay. 
 
 
We’d like to begin by acknowledging the Traditional Owners of the land on 
which we meet today, the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung people of the Kulin 
Nation, and pay our respects to Elders past and present. We acknowledge 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as the first peoples and 
Traditional Owners and custodians of the land and waterways on which we 
stand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 

 

Hawke’s Bay is internationally recognised as New Zealand’s leading 
region for premium red blends, producing wines of depth, structure, and 
longevity that stand confidently on the global stage. Built primarily around 
classic Bordeaux varieties—Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, and Cabernet 
Franc—these wines are a cornerstone of the region’s identity and a proven 
expression of its warm-climate potential. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
At the heart of this success is Hawke’s 
Bay’s exceptional terroir. The free-
draining, heat-retentive soils of the 
Gimblett Gravels, the red metal and clay 
loams of the Bridge Pa Triangle alongside 
other unique sites provide ideal 
conditions for growing Bordeaux varieties. 
Combined with long, warm growing 
seasons and cooling maritime influences, 
these environments allow for extended 
ripening, enabling grapes to develop full 
flavour, tannin ripeness, and complexity 
while maintaining balance.  
 
Hawke’s Bay red blends are defined by 
their richness and structure. Aromatically, 
they show dark berry and plum fruit 
layered with notes of cassis, spice, cedar, 
and dried herbs. On the palate, they offer 

concentration and depth, supported by 
fine, ripe tannins and well-integrated oak.  
 
While immediately expressive, the best 
examples also possess excellent ageing 
potential, evolving into wines of elegance 
and nuance over time. 
 
Winemaking plays a critical role, with a 
strong emphasis on site selection, low 
cropping, and careful blending to achieve 
harmony and balance. Techniques such 
as extended maceration and maturation 
in French oak enhance texture and 
complexity, while allowing the character 
of each vineyard site to shine through. 
 
 

Hawke’s Bay Red Blends 



Consistency across vintages further 
reinforces the region’s reputation. 
Hawke’s Bay regularly produces high-
quality red blends, supported by both 
climatic reliability and a deeply 
experienced winemaking community. 

These wines have earned significant 
international acclaim, frequently 
performing well in global tastings and 
competitions. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hawke’s Bay red blends combine power with precision, delivering wines 
of authenticity, structure, and enduring appeal, firmly placing the region 
among the world’s great producers of Bordeaux-style blends. 
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Hawke’s Bay Wine Red Blend Masterclass Led by: 
 

 

 

 

 

Jason Stent is one of Hawke's Bay's most respected winemakers, with a 
career spanning more than 30 years’ experience crafting wines that express 
place, balance and authenticity.  

 
 

Raised in Hawke's Bay, Jason's passion for 
fine wine was sparked while racing amateur 
cycling in Bordeaux in the early 1990s after 
a formative tasting of a 1961 Chateau Hau-
Brion. 
 
After returning to New Zealand to study 
viticulture and oenology, Jason began his 
winemaking career in 1995 at Sacred Hill 
Wines, spending 13 years helping shape 
some of the winery's most acclaimed 
Chardonnay, Syrah and Bordeaux-style red 
wines. 
 
Since joining Paritua as Chief Winemaker in 2008, Jason has played a defining role in 
establishing the Bridge Pa Triangle estate among Hawke's Bay's leading 
producers.  Working with organically farmed vineyards on the region's famed red metal 
gravels, he is particularly recognised for elegant, age-worthy Bordeaux blends and Syrah 
that reflect both varietal purity and terroir.  Under his leadership, Paritua achieved full 
organic certification in 2022. 
 
Known for his thoughtful, site driven approach and deep understanding of Hawke's Bay's 
diverse growing environments, Jason bring exceptional insight to this Hawke's Bay Wine 
Red Blends Masterclass. 
 
 
  

Jason Stent 



 

 
 
 
 

Hopesgrove Estate  
 
Pinot Noir 2024 
 
Contact Information: 

Pieter Koopman 
 pieter@hopesgrove.com  
 hopesgrove.com 
 

Tasting Notes: 
 
 
 
 

  

Tasting Notes  



Decibel Wines 
 
Decibel Malbec 2023 
 
Contact Information: 

Holly Girven Russell 
 holly@decibelwines.com  
 decibelwines.com 
 +64 27 480 8390 

Tasting Notes: 
 
 
 
 

 
  

tel:6421363060


Stonecroft  
 
Gimblett Gravels Serine Syrah 2023 
 
Contact Information: 

 orders@fistonichfamilyvineyards.com  
 stonecroft.co.nz 

 

Tasting Notes: 
 
 
 
 

 
  



Bilancia 
 
La Collina Syrah 2024 
 
Contact Information: 

Lorraine Leheny 
 bilancia@xtra.co.nz  
 bilancia.co.nz 

 +64 6 844 4301 | +64 274 555 409 

Tasting Notes: 
 
 
 
 

Distributor: 
 Beaune & Beyond 

  pws@princewinestore.com.au LUC:  $112.00AUD 
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Easthope Family Winegrowers 
 
2024 Home Block Syrah 
 
Contact Information: 
Emma Easthope 
 emma@easthope.co.nz  
 easthope.co.nz 
 +64 27 566 4759 

Tasting Notes: 
 
 
 
 

Distributor: 
 The Wine Collective  
 

 

 

  



Trinity Hill 
 
Hommage Syrah 
 
Contact Information: 

Ollie Kettle 
 ollie@trinityhill.com  
 trinityhill.com 

  +64 27 634 9985 

Tasting Notes: 
 
 
 
 

Distributor: 
 Footprint Wines, Nigel Frawley 
  nigel@footprintwines.com.au  
 

  



Smith & Sheth 
 
Cru – Heretaunga Cabernet Franc 2024 
 
Contact Information: 

Natalie Grace 
 natalie@aonzfinewine.com  
 smithandsheth.com 

  +64 22 341 2050 

Tasting Notes: 
 
 
 
 

 

  



Paritua 
 
Platinum Cabernet Franc 2024 
 
Contact Information: 

Olivia Herbert 
 olivia@paritua.com  
 paritua.com 

 +64 21 184 0193 

Tasting Notes: 
 
 
 
 

Distributor: 
 Bacchus Wine Merchant 
 
  



Pask 
 
Declaration Red Blend 
 
Contact Information: 

Isla McNaught 
 sales@bentonwines.co.nz  
 pask.co.nz 

  +64 21 938 635 

Tasting Notes: 
 
 
 
 

  



Craggy Range Vineyards 
 
2024 Sophia 
 
Contact Information: 

Bryce Faiella 
 bryce.faiella@craggyrange.com  
 craggyrange.com 

 +61 404 347 913 

Tasting Notes: 
 
 
 

LUC:  $108.27AUD 
 
 
 

  



Te Mata 
 
Coleraine ‘24 
 
Contact Information: 

Matt Fitz-Gerald 
 matt@temata.co.nz  
 temata.co.nz 

 +61 450 402 363 

Tasting Notes: 
 
 
 
 

Distributor: 
 Red & White Australia  LUC:  $96.10AUD 
 
 

  



Villa Maria 
 
Ngakirikiri Cabernet Sauvignon 
 
Contact Information: 

Zoe Mallen 
 zoe.mallen@indevin.com  
 villamariawines.com 

  +61 499 111 904 

Tasting Notes: 
 
 
 
 

 
2024 Villa Maria Ngakirikiri Tasting Notes 
 
‘Ngakirikiri’ in Māori refers to the unique soils that define the Gimblett Gravels 
growing appellation, uniquely situated on the former Ngaruroro riverbed which was 
left exposed following a historically significant flood event which permanently 
changed the course of the river in 1867. The first vines were planted in these arid 
soils in the 1980's and this small area of 800Ha has since become New Zealand's 
epicentre for premium full-bodied red wine production with a reputation for beautifully 
balanced, thought-provoking wines. 
Ngakirikiri is predominantly Cabernet Sauvignon from mature, low-yielding vines left 
thriving in this unique Gimblett Gravels terroir, and is only bottled when vintages 
produce truly exceptional wine for consideration. This flagship wine represents the 
pinnacle of our winemaking achievements and a milestone in Villa Maria’s history. 
 
Tasting Note The 2024 Ngakirikiri unfolds in the glass to reveal expressive 
aromas of dried herb and floral notes underpinned by sweet cherry and cassis. The 
complex fruit and floral notes are complimented by savoury elements of cigar box 
and mocha. The palate is elegant and refreshing with the fresh fruit and oak spice 
flavours framed by juicy acidity and fine tannins. The 2024 vintage has resulted in a 
fine example of a Hawke's Bay red wine that will evolve and soften with age.  Whilst 
approachable young, patient cellaring over the next 8-12+ years will be rewarded.  
 
The Season Hawkes Bay with its coastal location and proximity to mountains typically experiences a dry, 
maritime climate with an influential diurnal temperature range. Gimblett Gravels is located approx. 15km 
inland and experiences temperatures typically warmer than its neighbouring localities, promoting a 
consistent level of ripeness to be achieved by low yielding vines planted in free draining soils.  
 
  The start of the 2024 growing season was cool with good soil moisture levels 
allowing a strong canopy to establish for the growing season. The cool Spring led to 
a small fruit set and a low yield for the vines to carry for the Summer. From 
December, the weather changed to hot and dry for the rest of the season which 
allowed excellent flavour development in the small berries and the fruit was in 
pristine condition when harvested in early April. The 2024 vintage can be regarded 
as excellent in Hawke's Bay and has resulted in fine wines with varietal expression, 
concentration and elegance.  
 
Technical Varieties: 95% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 5% Merlot 
Location of vines: Gimblett Gravels 
Planting density vines / Ha: Predominant planting 
3129 vines/Ha 
Average vine age: Predominant planting between 
1998-2000 with east-west orientation 
Cropping rate: 3-5T/Ha  
Harvest dates: 10-11th April 
Fruit handling: 100% destemmed then gently 
crushed into concrete open-top fermenters 
Days cuvaison: 21 days  

Cap management: Hand plunging 2 x daily 
Total months maturity in barrique: 18 months 
including 2 x rackings with air. 
Type and % new barriques: French 225L 
Bordeaux Export Barriques, 45% new  
Residual sugar in g/L: 0.23 gL 
pH: 3.69 
TA: 6.02 gL  
Alcohol: 14% 
Bottled: January 202

  



 

 
Bilancia  
 

 Lorraine Leheny 
 balancia@xtra.co.nz 

bilancia.co.nz 
 

Craggy Range 
 

 Bryce Faiella 
 bryce.faiella@craggyrange.com  

craggyrange.com 
 

Decibel 
 

 Holly Girven Russell  
 holly@decibelwines.com  

decibelwines.com 
 

Easthope Family Winegrowers 
 

 Emma Easthope 
emma@easthope.co.nz 
easthope.co.nz 
 

Hopesgrove Estate 
 

 Pieter Koopman 
pieter@hopesgrove.com 
hopesgrove.com 
 

Paritua 
 

 Olivia Herbert 
 olivia@paritua.com  

paritua.com 
 

Pask 
 

 Olivia Herbert 
 olivia@paritua.com  

paritua.com 
 

Smith & Sheth 
 

 Natalie Grace 
natalie@aonzfinewine.com 
smithandsheth.com 
 

Stonecroft 
 

  
orders@fistonichfamilyvineyards.com 
Stonecroft.co.nz 
 

Te Mata 
 

 Matt Fitz-Gerald 
 matt@temata.co.nz 

temata.co.nz  
 

Trinity Hill Wines 
 

 Ollie Kettle 
 ollie@trinityhill.com 

trinityhill.co.nz  
 

Villa Maria 
 

 Zoe Mallen 
 Zoe.mallen@indevin.com 

villamariawines.com  
 

Directory 
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“I cannot think of another wine region in the world that is capable 
of producing world class Chardonnays alongside Red Blends to 
challenge Bordeaux and Syrah’s to rival the Rhone.” 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jasper Morris MW 
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